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New Primary School Times Tables Tests

Explained

• Primary school children are expected to know all their 
times tables up to 12x12. Under the current national 
curriculum, children are supposed to know their times 
tables by the end of Year 4.



Which children will sit the Multiplication check?

• Children that are in Year 4 will sit the test in the summer 
term (June).

How will the children be tested?

• Children will be tested using an on-screen check, where they 
will have to answer multiplication questions against the clock. 
The test will last no longer than 5 minutes and their answers 
will be marked instantly.



What if a child doesn’t do well in the multiplication check?
• Children will answer betwen 20 or 25, all on the 

multiplication tables up to 12x12. There will be no "pass 
mark" and no child will "fail" the test. Multiplication 
facts will be the only things tested (there will be no
problem-solving in the check).

• The DfE says the purpose of the check is to help 
teachers identify which children are falling behind and 
target areas where they’re not being given a chance to 
succeed.

• School-level results won't be made publicly available 
or be used in league tables.



Learning Times Tables

• This diagram shows the 144 
times tables multiplication facts 
that every child needs to 
commit to memory.

• Children need to be able to 
recall any times tables answer 
within two or three seconds.
This leaves no time for counting 
the way up to the answer from 
2x, 3x, 4x etc. – the answer has 
to ‘pop’ out of memory pretty
much instantly.



Language and Times Tables

• There are many different ways to say the tables and they’re 
all correct – but it helps if you’re consistent and if you adopt 
the language your child already uses in school. For example 
we have;

• Three times eight is…
• Three multiplied by eight…
• Three eights are…
• Three lots of eight…
• Three groups of eight…
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